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notes

nie. is an abbreviation for the dynamic “nienté” or nothing, i.e. no sound. Although this is extremely difficult to accomplish on most instruments, the performers should do
their best to create this illusion, e.g. by beginning just after the indicated rhythm and thus avoid any attack at the beginning of a note, or, in the case of several strings,
staggering the entrances. This symbol is always used either to begin from nothing: with no sound followed by a crescendo, or to disappear into nothing: from a legitimate
dynamic with a decrescendo to no sound.

Following a solo, when the rest of a given section reenters the piece, the dynamic #nie., followed by a crescendo, indicates that the new players should “sneak” into the
piece, gradually expanding.

Accidentals

Accidentals do carry through the bar, but there are also many reminder (i.e. redundant) accidentals.

Because of the abundant use of chromaticism, dissonance and polytonality, simultaneous enharmonics between parts are often used so that individual parts make sense,
rather than create a uniformly “looking” harmonic piece. In all cases enharmonics are the same, e.g. G# = Ab, F# = Gb, etc.

Tempi

There are two basic tempi in the piece (quarter note equaling 60 and 72 BPM) and considerable use of “fermati,” “ritard,” “accelerando” and “a tempo.” The result should
be a rather elastic pacing dictated by the conductor. With each fermata, it is assumed that the tempo will ritard slightly into the fermata followed by a breath after it and
before the next sound. This is, of course, unless the note with the fermata is tied or slurred into the subsequent notes.
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